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K ASU has received the Corporation For Public
Broadcasting Rural Incentive Grant for 2002. CPB’s

Rural Listener Access Incentive Fund (RLAIF) represents a
commitment and a challenge. CPB has nearly $13 million
to invest in the development of innovative programming,
new partnership and revenue models, and efficient
enhancement and expansion of rural program services.

KASU has been awarded nearly $18,000. The grants
are determined by preferences, these are important
considerations for all applicants seeking CPB funding. CPB
prefers to invest in projects targeted at well defined,
performance based public-service outcomes. Diversity is
taken into broad view, seeking to increase the diversity of
audiences, stations, and content providers. CPB prefers to
invest in projects that can achieve financial sustainability
after CPB funding ceases.

CPB remains committed to funding high-quality, diverse,
excellent and innovative national broadcast programming
and integrated, cross platform content obtained from diverse
sources and with strict adherence to objectivity and balance
in all programming of a controversial nature. To enhance
and extend public radio’s public service to rural communities,
CPB remains committed to funding efforts to provide first
service, local content, or multiple broadcast program streams
for rural audiences, especially those that emphasize
programming and de-emphasize infrastructure.

“We are very happy that CPB funded our grant proposal
for continued RLAIF funding,” said Robert Franklin, station
manager of KASU. Franklin also said, “These funds will
continue to support KASU in the production of our Main
Street Blues Series, Bluegrass Monday and Blue Monday
concerts. Additionally, funds from the RLAIF grant will be
used to support staff development of KASU.”

KASU Receives Grant

The Rural Incentive Grant for 2002

was awarded to KASU by

The Corporation For

Public Broadcasting

Curtain Up, which aired
on KASU in 2000

through 2001, hosted and
written by Molly Simpson of
the ASU Theatre
Department and produced
and engineered by KASU’s
June Taylor received the
Crystal Award of Excellence
from The Communicator
Awards 2002 Audio
Competition. Tradition which
is hosted and written by Dr.
Bill Clements of the ASU
English & Philosophy
Department and also
engineered and produced
by June Taylor received an
Honorable Mention from The
Communicator Awards.

The Communicator
Awards is an international
awards competition that
recognizes outstanding
work in the communications
field. Entries are judged by
industry professionals
against a high standard of
excellence.

The Award of
Excellence is presented to
those entrants whose ability
to communicate makes
them the best in their field.
Honorable Mention
certificates are granted to
those entries that meet the
high standards of the
industry.

Communicator

Awards

Announced

KASU-Produced

Curtain Up and

Tradition honored with

awards

J ohn Stokes is the KASU Member
Spotlight this month. John is a part-time

member of the KASU staff. Among his other
duties at KASU Stokes is the producer of
KASU’s weekly Rotary Feature and Focus

on Health. Here is what John had to say
about public radio and KASU:

“I grew up in the glory days of radio. As
a kid, my day could go down hill in a hurry if
Tom Mix, The Lone Ranger, or Hopalong
Cassady got into trouble during their daily
radio show. I had to wait until the next day to
see how they managed to get out of trouble
one more time. If it was Friday then I had to
wait all the way until Monday afternoon. Now
that was trouble. Radio back then was what
television is today. Families got their
entertainment, news and information from
the radio. Radio like that still exists today. It
is called public radio and locally that means
KASU.

I am retired and retired people are
supposed to do some of the things they
always wanted to do. They are supposed
to work because they want to, not because
they have to. Thanks to KASU I am doing
something I have always wanted to do,

“These funds will continue to support

KASU in the production of our Main Street

Blues, Bluegrass Monday, and Blue

Monday concerts.” Robert Franklin

- Member Spotlight -

John Stokes

Hooker. Yet in much of the delta, blues
music can be difficult to find on the radio.
Back in 1991 KASU-FM, the 100,000-watt
public radio station of Arkansas State
University began a commitment to
featuring regularly this cultural heritage
of blues with its listeners in Northeast
Arkansas, Southeast Missouri and West
Tennessee.

Now, KASU is offering to radio
stations nationwide, the opportunity to
experience exclusive concert recordings
of delta blues music. KASU is
presenting “Main Street Blues,” a radio
series featuring highlights from a series
of blues concerts presented by KASU
on Main Street in downtown Jonesboro,
Arkansas.

Main Street Blues is a 13 part series
from KASU’s Blue Monday concerts and
will feature artists who recorded at the
legendary Sun Studios in the 1950’s
such as Bil ly Lee Riley and Sonny

Burgess. Audiences will also be treated
to young rising stars in the world of blues
music like Richard Johnston and Kurtis
Matthews. Regulars from Beale Street
in Memphis Tennessee, such as Fred
Sanders, Blind Mississippi Morris, Di
Anne Price and Charlie Wood have made
their way to Main Street in Jonesboro for
concerts to be featured in the series.
Solo acoustic musicians like Steve
Cheesborough and Carol Plunk will be
featured alongside electric blues bands
like the Witchdoctors, Blues
Heavyweights and the Junkyardmen.
Plus, musicians native to the region
such as Gerry Moss, Billy Jones and
Keith Brown will be heard.

Main Street Blues is being offered
free of charge to public and commercial
radio stations. Already stations KABF
and KUAR in Little Rock and station
WSSB in Organgeburg South Carolina
have signed up to share the sounds of
Mississippi Delta blues with their
listeners in their region.

Continued from page 4

Above:  John Stokes, this month’s Member
Spotlight, as well as producer of KASU’s

Rotary Feature and Focus on Health.

KASU Premiers Main Street Blues

KASU will begin a new program Off the

Shelf in January. This program will
consist of three volunteer book reviewers
giving brief reviews of some of their favorite
books. The programs will air during Morning

Edition and All Things Considered once a
month. Three volunteers: Reverend Pam
Estes, Robert Armstrong, and Jim McClain
have agreed to review books from a wide
variety of topics and authors.

James W. McClain, 51, received his B.A.
degree from the University of Evansville and
M.A. from Michigan State University. He has
been employed at Mississippi County
Community College since 1977. Currently
he is Dean for Management Information
Technology Services. He enjoys reading
nonfiction. Favorite authors include William
Bernhardt, Scott Turow and Grif Stockley.
Jim looks forward to participating in this
new programming feature offered by KASU
public radio.

An avid reader since the age of five,

New book review program to premier on KASU

work in a radio station. To me KASU is
enriching and enlightening radio.”

John is a retired school teacher. His
wife, Elizabeth Stokes, is an associate
professor in ASU’s College of Nursing and
they have one son. KASU would like to thank
John for all of his continued work and
support.

Robert Armstrong is presently pastor of the
Aldersgate and Promised Land United
Methodist Churches in Blytheville.  He has
also served churches in Bearden, Thornton,
Vilonia, Watson, Tillar, Altheimer,
Wabbaseka, and Little Rock, and has
worked for Cokesbury Bookstores in Dallas
and Little Rock.  Besides reading, his
inerests include theater, writing, and model
railroads.

Program Director Marty Scarbrough
commented, “I am excited that KASU can
share local insights into contemporary
books.” KASU is also working with the
Jackson Countain in Newport, Arkansas as
well as Arkansas Weekly in Batesville in
producing a monthly column featuring the
Off the Shelf review. Ms. Mary Gay Shipley of
That Bookstore in Blytheville comments “All
of us at That Bookstore in Blythevil le
welcome this addition to the conversations
about books in the KASU area.”

Off the She
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Monday-Friday Saturday Sunday

NPR’s Morning Edition
with Mark Smith and

Bob Edwards

National Public Radio News

with local updates at

5:49, 6:04, 6:30, 7:04,

7:30, 8:04, 8:49

Blues

Overnight

Music From

 the Isles

Celtic

Connections

Humankind

Joy

NPR’s

Weekend

Edition

with

Liane Hansen

Car Talk

Performance Today
with Fred Child

Saturday

Performance

Today

Afternoon Classics
More classical music favorites

3:45-Local/Regional News with Greg Chance

Music & Spoken Word

Woodsongs

Tradition

A Prairie Home

Companion

with Garrison

Keillor

Down Home

Harmonies

NPR’s All Things

Considered
National Public Radio News

NPR’s Weekend
All Things Considered

NPR’s Weekend
All Things Considered

Public Affairs Programs: Mon.-Justice Talking,

Tues.-Spotlight on the Arts & Latino USA,

Wed.-KASU Forum & Focus On Health,

Thurs.-Like It Is & Pet Talk, Fri.-Alternative Radio

Radio Reader with Dick Estell

Humankind

Schickele Mix

Nightstreams

Fridays 11:00 P.M. -

Putumayo Music Hour

Blues

Overnight

Beale Street

Caravan

Blues From Red

Rooster Lounge

Jazz Tonight
with Marty Scarbrough

Jazz Music for All Ages
Featuring at 9:30 P.M.

Mon.-Swingin’ Down The Lane, Tues. - Jazz

Profiles, Wed. - Jazz Inspired (8:00 P.M.), Piano

Jazz (9:00 P.M.), Thurs. - Worldwide Jazz,

Fri. - Chicago Jazz Festival (8:00 P.M.), Rhythm

Sweet and Hot (9:00 P.M.)

Blues After

Hours
with Bob Brown

Weekend Radio

Sound Money

Music from

the Isles

Acoustic

Overnight

Nightstreams

Relaxing

contemporary

instrumental

music

5:00 AM

6:00 AM

NPR’s

Weekend

Edition

with

Scott Simon

Morning Classics
Classical music favorites

A Prairie Home

Companion

with Garrison

Keillor

7:00 AM

8:00 AM
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Sunday

Symphonies

7:00 P.M.

St. Paul Chamber

Orchestra

9:00 P.M.

Pittsburg Symphony

11:00 P.M.

Center Stage from

Wolf Trap

12:00 A.M.

Van Cliburn Piano

Competition

Sunday

Symphonies

(Monday)
 1:00 A.M.

International

Keyboard Institute

Festival

3:00 A.M.

St. Paul Chamber

Orchestra

DW Festival

Concerts

Upcoming Special ProgramUpcoming Special Program KASU Concert SeriesKASU Concert Series

In 1999, Robert Franklin, Station Manager

of KASU-FM, attended a conference about

a racial conflict that erupted in Phillips

County, Arkansas, on September 30, 1919.

“The Elaine, Arkansas, Race Riots of 1919

was one of twenty-five racial conflicts that took

place in various parts of the U.S. that year,”

observes Franklin, “yet as far as I know there

has never been a public radio documentary

on the incident. I decided

to produce a one-hour

radio program on this

historical episode and

began a search for funds

to make the project come

to life. I was drawn to this

story because the issue is

still so raw here – still

unresolved after more than

eighty years. The opinions

I heard about the incident

were totally opposite

depending on whether the

person I was talking to was Black or White.”

A 2001 grant from the Robeson Fund

provided the first financial support for the

radio documentary, which is due to air in

February 2003. “The grant not only helped

to pay for producing the program” says

Franklin, “but lent legitimacy to the project

as well. Equally significant is the fact that

the Robeson Fund encourages a sense of

independence where the producer

maintains autonomy and control. This

The Elaine, Arkansas, Race Riots
One hour documentary to air February 2003

creative freedom is especially important in

a project like this one.”

Mr. Franklin’s determination to bring the

story of the Elaine, Arkansas, Race Riots to

light comes from many sources. “At the heart

of this project is an old wound that won’t

heal,” he explains, “because not enough

people in the community will come forward

to say, ‘Something bad happened here.

We’re sorry for what our

ancestors and relatives

did, and we’re not going

to let this issue tear our

community apart.’ You

can still feel the tension

when you visit this town.

Old wounds fester

because reconciliation

has not begun. Someone

has to be willing to make

the first move. If you can

get just two people to start

talking as a result of this

program, I’ll consider it a success.”

The Paul Robeson Fund For

Independent Media, named for singer, actor

and civil rights activist Paul Robeson,

supports all stages of radio production. All

genres are considered, so long as the

program reaches a broad audience and

combines intellectual clarity with creative

use of the medium in promoting social

justice.
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Carol Plunk returns to the Blue Monday stage at

Potlicker’s January 6th. Plunk, who has made a

name for herself in the world of Memphis music, is

nothing short of terrific and a definite must for anyone

who enjoys great music and outstanding vocals. Plunk’s

vocals show a noticeable amount of maturity and control.

The Reba Russell Band will be February’s Blue

Monday Performer. Baptized by rain at the Helena

Blues Festival, Reba Russell’s voice is a God-given force

that has been known to part the sky to allow the sun to

bless her band with standing ovations. One music

journalist has said, “She can belt it out down and dirty,

but she also can sand off the rough edges and purr” Her

unlimited power is unmatched. Don’t miss the Reba

Russell Band February 3rd at 7:00pm at Potlicker’s

Uptown Deli.

KASU Premiers Main Street Blues

Above Left:  January’s Bluegrass Monday’s performers will be the Hardtimes

Bluegrass Band and the concert will be held on January 27th at Sheffields.

Above Right: Reba Russell, February’s Blue Monday performer.

Blue Monday

Above:  Carol Plunk, January’s

Blue Monday performer.

Continued on page 5

The Mississippi River Delta is the

birthplace of blues music.

Geographically, the Delta encompasses

the fertile bottomland between the Yazoo

and the Mississippi Rivers. I t also

includes alluvial land across the

Mississippi near Helena, Arkansas.

Culturally, the Delta has been home to

large cotton plantations worked by black

slaves and later sharecroppers.

The Blues comes from a region in

the southern part of Mississippi, a place

romantically referred to as “the land where

the blues were born.” In its earliest form,

the style became the first black guitar-

dominated music to make it  into

phonograph records back in the late

1920’s. Its lyrics are passionate as well,

and in some instances remain the

highest flowering of blues songwriting as

stark poetry. Blues musician John Weston

of Brinkley, Arkansas quotes the blues as

“The guitar is my liquor, and the harmonica

is my chaser.”

The Delta is also the home of the

King Biscuit Blues Festival, which is held

in Helena, Arkansas. This festival is a long-

standing celebration of the Delta Blues

and was established to salute the blues

roots of Helena. If the blues is a religion,

then Helena, Arkansas during the King

Biscuit Blues Festival is church.

This culturally rich region known as

the Delta has been the birthplace and

home of many blues artists such as

Muddy Waters, Skip James and John Lee


